
Error in calculation of requirement for older people 
 
The JSP fails the test of soundness because it fails to provide the right amount of housing in a 
sustainable way because total housing is overstated through illogical addition for older people to 
the Objectively Assessed Need (OAN). 
 
The OAN is assessed as 97,800 new homes. On top of this an amount of 4,400 has been added for 
an “allowance for dwellings assumed to be vacated by older people moving into care” – see table 
below:  
 

 
This makes no sense. If the total of 102,200 is supposed to include provision for care home places, 
then the impact of older people moving into care will be neutral. However, if the OAN excludes 
care home places then the 97,800 should be reduced by the amount of people vacating their 
homes, not added. The housing target should therefore be 93,400. (Please note: these figures 
would substantially reduce with the acceptance of the lower growth assumptions proposed for 
Chap 4, Para 2). 
       

 
 

Q4. Please set out what modification(s) you consider necessary to make the Joint 
Spatial Plan legally compliant or sound, having regard to the matter you have 
identified at Q3 above where this relates to soundness.  (Please note that any non-
compliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at Examination.)  
You will need to say why this change will make the Joint Spatial Plan legally 
compliant or sound.  It will be helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested 
revised wording of any policy or text.  Please be as precise as possible: 

 
The last two sentences of chapter 4 para 3 should be changed to read “To take account of 
the housing vacated by older people moving into care, the Housing Requirement is 
93,400 dwellings for the Plan period as set out in the SHMA update. To allow some 
flexibility, the JSP makes provision for 95,000 dwellings by 2036.” 



 
[note: this is to adjust for the error made in connection with older people only –it does not 
include the impact of correction to growth figures previously proposed for Chapter 4 Para 
2] 
 

 


